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5 * Luke's ohe Gg. Ver. 5 | 
ford Simon, onfering, ſaid unto 


- Mofers: we have tpiled all the. night, 
— have 3 W 


wala "1 | 11 
1252 . „ di * 1 — 75 C3 


JABD fp inetd Sole aberweh ! 

poor.” miniſters Such ill Ne at- 
a their beſt endeavours, might well 
conftrain them to utter the words befſrd| us, 
and almoſt prevent them from making an 
future attempts: becauſe, confidering the time 
they had painfully ſpent, and the means they = 
had conſcientiouſly employed, they might rea- 
ſonably have expected to have had their endea- 

'vours crowned with confiderable ſucceſs, in- 
ſtead of having ſo much real occaſion br 
complaining, with à dejected mind and ſor- 

rowful lips,” Maſter, we bave told all the 

night, _— _ Om A 
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5 
Io ode cloſe of the preceding, and adio in the 
beginning of this chapter, we have a pleaſing 


ccount of the places, with the manner, in 


which our divine Emmanuel condeſcended 


to exerciſe his miniſterial office: 2 prracher, 


who, through his own merit, excited the cus 


rioſity of all parties among che Jews, unc 
gained himſelf an amazing audience. Uni- 
verſal fame having proclaimed abroad his 
deſerved character, as a moff extraomdinary 
teacher ſent of God, he inſtantly became 


exceeding popular. Multitudes crouded up- 


on him whenever he was publicly, engaged 
particularly . when preaching the kingdom 
of God,” in the ſynagagyes of Galilee, Where 
the people preſs'd ſo much to hear the, 
word, that it obliged him to lock out for 
ſame more extenſive and convenient place, far | 


that ſacred and important purpoſe : ** where- 


fore, being by the lake of Genneſareth, he ſaw 


two ſhips ſtanding by-the lake, into one of 


which he immediately enters, having pre- 
viouſly diſpoſed the mind af i Its owner, Simon 
Peter, to bid him a hearty welcome. This 


ſbip our Divine Orator converts directly i into 


a pulpit, and PRAYS Simon to © thruſt out a 


little from the land. You vil obſerve, that 


2 2 
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eſſential ornament to piety and virtue. The 
Iife of Chriſt is a model of perfe@ion, ſet be. 
fore us for our imitation. Simon having 
complied with the requeſt, Jeſus ſeuts himſelf 
upom ſome eminence in the ſhip, both for bis 


vantage, from whence he begits immediately to 
teach the multitude, ho ſtood) upon the ſnore 
to receive ſpiritual inſtruction from him. 


a- vital principle ſeated in the heatt, and ex- 
preſſed it the fe of every real profeſſor. As 


the great Author and Finiſher of -qur' faith + 


himſelf preached in a ſhip, ſo his goſpel may 


be ſtill preached and heard in any place, and 


at any ſcbſon, if the ſame be engaged in with 
a zeal according to knowledge, and diſcharged 


with decency, order, and judgment. I am 


very ſorry, there is ſo much reaſon painfully': 
to ſubjoin here, that many of the moſt worth 
and able miniſters of the New Feſtament. 
are, to their no ſmall concern, total ſtrangers, in 
this irreligious age, to ſuch a pleaſing Jonny 
B 2 of 


| Jets and kis religich alwiyoetich Chia 
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« ſceking, like their Divine Maſter, fh 


larger places, on the ſame delightful occaſion. 


Simon. having obliged Chriſt, he, in return, 
ſpeedily rewards his kindneſs, and the uſe of 


"his bark, by enabling him to ſpread his net 
to better purpoſe than before; ſo that piety 
towards God, and love to mankind, ** ſhall in 
no wiſe loſe their reward.” No ſooner did 
Simon and his brother-fiſhermen let down 
their net in chearful obedience to the divine 
command, but they - ſucceeded beyond all 
reaſonable expectation in their freſh attempt; 
ſo that what was refuſed them one night for 
wiſe endy, was liberally beſtowed upon them 


the next. This memorable circumſtance ob- 
viouſly hints to us, that ſcenes, both of adver- 
ity and proſperity, are by the ſpecial permiſ. 
fion of Heaven by ſuch methods, and at ſuch 


Toaſons, as God ſhall pleaſe in his infinite wiſe 


dom to permit, for his own honour, and his 
people's beſt intereſt for both worlds, In all 
his diſpenſations he ever conſults'their welfare, | 


though' they may often think otherwiſe 
through the unhappy prevalence of unbelief. 


But this they ſhall ſooner or later experience, 


with venerable Jacob, to be a certain fact, to 


PF 


N | 
the gory of God —— der higheſt dun- 
* 11 111 6 
oo great was the mamber of fiſhes me 
ftnmand, that the ner-brake; upon which. 
Simon and his brother Andrew call to their 
partners in the other ſhip, James and John 
the ſons of Zebedee, to come to their aſſiſt· 
ance z and thus, with the great draught, they 
ſo filled both the ſhips that they were in dan - 
fear, threw himſelf at the feet of Jeſus, intreat - 
ing him to depart from ſo ſinful u perten. 
To allay his fear, ſtrengthen, and comfort 
him, the Saviour preſently tells him, t Hence 
forth thou ſhalt catch men}? or, according to 
a ſimilar paſſage, Matt. iv. 19. * he faith. 
unto Simon and Andrew his-brother, Fellow 
me, and I will make you fibers of men." 
Now, as the Goſpel is compared to a net, 

| the world to the ſea, men to fiſh, and miniſterd: 
to Hſhermen, by the beſt of precedents, Chriſt 
himſelf, I mall thus conſider the words, and 
hope it will not be deem'd ae on be 
preſent annual occaſion. 
From this inſtructive paſſige, we way 
CERN that though the pub - 
lis 


of their office, neceſſarily hath upon them. 


miniſters of the Goſpel may be ſtiled fiſhermen. 


161 


he diſpenſers of the Goſpel toil Jong and la- 
| bour much, it is comparatively but to letle 


putpoſe'; though they ſtudy cloſely, and 
preach ſitilfully, yet, like Simon and his part» 
ner, they take but few fiſh, win but few ſouls 


_ over to the love of Ghriſt and holineſs, 


„ OR putty eee 
our 
' With whar Tegel whites of the 

may de ſtiled fiſhermen, 
I Whar fore of influence, providential dif. 


appointments attending the faithful execution 


ut. Which are the mog fatal cauſes of their 
iu ſueceſn: Aud. 


IV. „ ne ever 


will, view it as: their. indiſpenſable duty, to 
perſevere . 
their dying moments. | 

Frasr, 3 | 


A great ſimilarity: apparently ſubſiſts between 
them, in point of ETTOT UNT, Diti- 
onwen, Fatiove,' Parte, Hazann, 
PzR$SEVERANCE, and SUCCESS; | 


„ift. Miniſters of the Goſpel h 


eee, de ee of e. 


4 * 


much, little, or nothing, as it may beſt pleaſe 
their Divine Maſter, from whom they receive 


and fuccefifut diſcharge of thei miniſterial 
office, who alone can make the fiſhers ſkilful, 
and fiſhing ſucceſsful z nevertheleſs, it is the 
babitual employment of ſuch, ta. ſpread the 


80 


world.” That, my brethren, was the Apoſtles 


1121 | 
Goſpel net, to preach the divine ward, to make 
known to all the * kingdom of Heaven," and, 
with. all love and pious affectiona, to preſs ſin» 
ners to faith, genuine repentance, - holineſs, 
inſtructions, with ſubmiſſion, leaving the event 
af all to God; ' for the kingtem af Heaven it 
like unto. a net. caſt; into the ſeg, 0 
therefore, and. teach all nations, —And, 
am with you always, even to the end _ 


encouragement, and let it beour's alſo. | 
| ed. Miniſters of the Goſpel are fitiy tiled 

6ſhermen in point of diligence 3 which is as 
eſſential as it is honoyrable, to perſona of 
the meaneſt occupation, but to a fiſherman in 
particular. If he would be ſucceſeful in his 
calling, ſuch a one will ſurely be found, like 


Simon and Andrew, by the ſea-ſide, at all pro- 


per ſeaſons, caſting his net, and aiming for a 


draught. Exactly thus will he be imitated by 


the man who is not merely ſtiled, but who is 

truly worthy of that very honourable, though 

too much deſpiſed character, a Spiritual Fiſhere, 

man. A real miniſter of Chriſt will be ex- 

tremely diligent in his important office; «1 
F | | W 


191 


vill not be idle or flothful, but, on the con - 


great work, 
ever ſeeking to pluck fouls fettered in fin 
from the tyranny of Satan and their luſts, and 
to preſent them joyfully to Chriſt, in whoſe 
omnipotent arms alone they can be both ſafe 
and happy for ever. You will readily believe, 
that miniſters of this fpirit and diſpoſition will 
never want incentives to duty i they will ra- 
ther need, at certain ſeaſons, ſome prudent re- 
ſtraints, out of neceſſary pity to a feeble body, 
which often hath not ſtrength equal to its 
zealous inhabitant, in the animating ſervice of 
Chriſt and ſinners,” In this beſt of cauſes, ' 
God and Religion, it is all life and vigour, and 
often fick nigh unto death,“ thfough 
genuine love to | Chriſt and his valuable 
flock, © Receive ſuch a ſervant df "Jeſus 
then, with all gladneſs, and hold him in 
repuration;” ,becauſe, in whatever he may be 
deemed lack, negligent, and ſlothful, reſpect- 
ing his ſecular intereſt and perſonal eaſe, he is 
reſolved (through divine aid) never, never ta 
be deſervedly thought ſo in his ſacred buſineſs, 
either by God or man, He is fully deter- 
mined © to ſhew himſelf to all, a man fervent 
in ſpirit, ſerving the Lord,” as one, poſſeſſed 
af à ſpirit of zeal, yet tempered with Chriſtian 
O mode- 


10 ] 

moderation, and regulated by divine pru- 
dence, in the diligent execution of his moſt, 
noble employment. This is the object of his 
higheſt ambition during his mortal exiſtence, 
whatever may prove in providence the final 
reſult of this his diligent and active conduct. 

zd. Miniſters of the Goſpel are fitly 
ſtiled fiſnermen in point of ſimilarity of fatigue. 
The kind of fiſhing here referred to is a very 
laborious employment, as is very eaſy to- be 
conceived; careening the veſſel, cleaning and 
laying abroad the tackle, and other ſervices, 
is the buſineſs of ſuch a gne when gp ſhore, 
beſides various exerciſes when at fea, which 
unavoidably weary the body, and exhauſt the 
ſpirits of the laborious fiſherman ;- as Peter, 
with his partners, knew experimeptally, - Fit 
emblem this, of a ſpiritual fiſherman's labour 
and experience in a conſcientious perform- 
ance of all thoſe ſtated and occaſional du+ 
ties which are inſeparably connected with 
his momentqus calling; eſpecially when 
the fleſh is weak through a delicate conſtitu- 
tion, How frequently do miniſters, as the 
benevolent friends of mankind, not only plead 
and preach in the pulpit, — adminiſter the 
ſeals of the covenant, viſiting alſo the ſick of 
their flocks, and ſeatonably diſcharge every 


other 


at 


\ 


[ kr } 


bther branch of duty das with their fax 
cred character? But how often, how long 
are they ſtudying and pleading in their cloſe 
While their ſtated, and perhaps too prayerleſs 
hearers, are, with others as thoughtleſs as them- 
ſelves, taking ſweet repoſe; their miniſters, on 
the contrary, deny themſelves much of that 
reſt which nature demands, on purpoſe to 
wreſtle with God for them, as well as to pre- 
pare freſh ſpiritual proviſion for their ſouls, 
againſt the next returfiing ſeaſon for public 
worſhip. May I not, my brethren, aſſert with 
Solomon, both for you and yn without the 
ſuſpicion of oſtentation, that mueh ſtudy 
(with frequent ſpeaking) is à wearineſs to the 
flesh. If gonſcientiouſly followed, ſurely, it 
is of all employments one of the moſt exhauſt-· 
ing to the animal frame: yet with the ut- 
moſt pleaſure and alacrity, do the faithful ſer· 
vants of our adorable Emmanuel forego 
every fatigue attending the ſame, if it may 
but COOLER with the divine approbation, 
and crowned with its deſired effect, the 
hearts of theit beloved hearers. 1 5 
fore we thus labor, that whether preſent or 
abſent, we may be accepted of him;“ and, 
I bleſſed indeed is that ſervant, whom his 
Lord, when he cometh, ſhall find ſo doing.“ 
th. Miniſters of the Goſpel are aptly 
| C 2 ſtiled 


P 
ſtiled fiſhermen, as to ſmilarity of patience in 
their employment. Without a conſtant exer- 
ciſe of this ornamental virtue, neither pleaſure 
nor proſperity can reaſonably be expected in | 
the proſecution of any ſcheme, or the execu- 
© tion of any profeſſion whatever. Patience is 
a grace as abſolutely requiſite as. it is com- 
mendable and amiable. And who needs it 
more, than the man who ſuſtains the cha; 
rafter before us? Like Job, be muſt 
be, to a proverb, patient in his calling, 
if an approved fiſherman. Well, Sins, 
and how equally neceſſary is it that, this 
grace be both largely poſſeſſed, and perpe+ 
tually exerciſed by every ſpiritual fiſherman ? 
how. exceeding difficult their office, and how 
critical its faithful execution | what hinderan- 
ces |- what diſcouragements | what trials do 


not ſuch meet with from within, and from 


without, from themſelves, and from others? 
How various, how numerous the diſtreſſing 
impediments which they have to encounter 
daily! what ſtrong temptations! what rugged 
_ ,tempers! what perverſe ſpirits ! what ſtub- 

born wills | what ſordid affections | what un- 
bounded inclinations ! but above all, what 
adamantine hearts, unſuſceptible of generous 
and divine imprefſions! How averſe, beyond 
5 do the moſt able advocates for 

God 


{ ag 4 

God and religion, like their heavenly maſter 
and his inſpired ſucceſſors, painfully, find the 
generality of perſons, -to. every principle of 
true goodneſs, but how prone to every kind 
of evil! what friends to vice, but what. foes 
to virtue |. what enemies to piety and holineſs, 
but what champions for impurity, and ſin, for - 
Satan and their luſts| It would be. eaſier to 
tell the ſeveral natures and ſhapes of fiſhes, 
than the ſeveral inclinations and tempers of 
men; this makes the fiſhing of men a moſt 
ſkilful and dificule employment. Inſtead of 
being, with undiſſembled gratitude, all atten- 
tion to the 4 glad tidings of ſalyation,” thro' 
the glorious triumphs of the croſi of Chriſt, 
what numbers are all oppoſition to every be- 
nevolent attempt, for mollifying and reducing 
them to the perfect obedience of Jeſus, and 
his everlaſting Goſpel? And yet, far from 
reſenting ſuch an unremitting ſeries of com- 
plicated ingratitude at their diſingenuous 
hands, godly, miniſters nol en- 
dure all, with a ſecret hope, and a pleaſing 
peradventure that ere long they, ſhall taſte the 
| ſweet fruits of this their labor and patience, 
by happily taking ſome ſouls in the Goſpel 
net, and winning them to God and goodneſs ; 
or elſe, that themſelves ſhall ſpeedily be re» 
n from amidſt a perverſe and crooked ge- 

neration, 
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neration, by the * falling alleep in Jeſus, 
and the ſpirit's joyful aſcenſion to glory. 

sth. Miniſters of the Goſpel are fitly 
ſtiled fiſhermen, reſpecting fSmilarity of ba- 
zard, Perhaps no men are expoſed to more 
ills, or liable to greater misfortunes, than 
perſons in this calling. An infinite variety 
of unforeſeen accidents attend them, by 
contrary winds, rough ſeas, dreadful ſtorms, 
fatal rocks, ſhattered ſhips, broken nets, ſickly 
partners, ſhortneſs of ſtores, &c, Theſe, and 
other evils which might be mentioned, re- 
duce them often to great diſtreſs. And, Sins, 
is not this the heart-moving ſituation, the keen 
experience of every ſpiritual fiſherman ? 
Alas ! they perſonally know it to be lament- 
ably true, Numbers of each religious 
denomination among Proteſtant Diſſenters, 
have chearfully reſigned the moſt promiſing 
and inviting proſpects of acquiring, what is 
commonly called an ample fortune, on pur- 
poſe to become © fiſhers of men.“ They 

readily * forſook all,” though powerfully 

perſuaded to the contrary, and even threat · 
ened by thoſe friends on whom they more 
immediately depended, But it is mournful 
to obſerve, that ſeveral, who forſook all for 
Chriſt and ſinners, are at this juncture, in their 


out- 


116 J 

outward circumſtances, reduced, with their 
numerous families, to the moſt painful hard- 
ſhips: and this truly melancholy reflection 
and proſpect, too juſtly diſhearten numbers 
of well · diſpoſed youths, from devoting them- 
ſelves to the public miniſtry, and no leſs de - 
ter pious parents from chearfully 
their ſerious children to the important 
of the ſanctuary. The ſmallneſs of the . 
when in office, with an inſufficiency for extra 
*expences, during a courſe of preparatory 
ſtudies for its honorable execution, are cir- 
cumſtances too ſenſibly felt by every re b 
virtuous mind, in the preſent viſible 
ſion of Chriſtianity: through the land, and 7 
vital religion in the ſeveral a of 
Chriſt both in city and country, | 

May a good Providence ſpeedily Apo the | 
pious few among the rich, to take this important 
matter into deſerved conſideration, that thro” 
their generous influence the face of pure and 
undefiled religion may ſhortly wear a 5 
reſpectable aſpeft through the kingdom, to 
the Redeemer's honor, to the conſolation of 
his ſervants, and to their own particular ſatis- 
faction and joy, when the wilderneſs and 
the ſolitary place ſhall be glad, and the barren 


deſert ſhall rejoice and bloſſom like the roſe,” 
| Nog 


1 16 
Thoſe miniſters whoſe eireumſtances are the 
moſt eaſy in life, yet if ſolely dependant upon 
their people, have little or nothing u ſpare 
towards the deſirable aſſiſtance of their neceſ- 
ſitous friends and hearers in particular, much 
leſs to the reſt of mankind in general: poor 
fiſhermen indeed! I deeply feel for many wor- 
thy brethren, and their beloved wives and chil- 
dren, who, to my certain knowledge, ſuffer 
much in this reſpe&, in ſeveral places at this 
inſtant ; either for want of inclination, or of abi · 
lity in their congregations, to aſſiſt them and 
liberally relieve their diſtreſſes, Inſtead 
of being animated, how are they diſcouraged 
in their momentous work? Their flocks too 
little conſidering, that the minifter's honorable 
ſupport, would neceſſarily contribute much to 
the reputation, if not ſpread of Chriſtianity, 
and alſo ſecure to him not a little deſerved 
eſteem and reſpect, from prone of every go 


and character. 
Again, what a rough ocean of ſecret op· 


poſition and gpen cruelty, have the diſpenſers 
of the Goſpel: ever waded through, in the 
upright diſcharge of thelr religious ſervice 
not merely from avowed foes, but alſo from 
pretended friends z as the beſt eccleſiaſtical 
hiſtorians ſufficiently inform us, and which 
indeed our own obſervation and _— 
wit 


[ " if 
wich that eſpecially. of gur;perſocured fare- th 
thers, do undeniably canfinmi,, Zut did all 
this hazard make, them to give, over? Did 
they. deſiſt from this generous 
they deterred, by, the moſt cruel treatment, or 
affrighted: bu the moſt apparent. dangers, 
which proſepzed themſe}ves to their full yiew / 
Not at all i « fervent unſeigned love for Chriſt,” 
| ſouls, and heaven, inevitably forbids ity . 
that in ſpite of earth and of Rome which hath 
turned Peter's ander into 8 galley of | 
crowna, instead. of fouls 3 and in ſpits.of ſpis 
ritual wickedpeſſea in high places, the apoſtles 
and other. faithful miniſtzrs withqut diſ- 
may, ventured on, ſuffering nothing to 
make them ſhamefully deſert ſo good g maſs 
ter, ſo noble u cauſe, Like devout Moſes, 
they endured as ſeeing him who is inviſible, 
and with him they had reſpeRt to the grand 
reco of reward in glory, 
6th, Miniſters of the Goſpel are fly 
ſtiled fiſnermen in point of perr/fverance; No- 
thing can be done eſſectually in any employ- 
ment, and eſpe that of fing, whes 
ther with the angle or the net, but with perſe- 
verance. And we may ſee perſons toll day 
ger, | 


and night, forgetful both of reſt and dange 
on ae obtain ſucceſs, Equally * 
D 


toll? Were 
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tral is. perſeverance for thoſe who are called to 
be „ fiſhers of men: without this, they” 
know very well, little or nothing is to be ef- 
fected. Perſeverance is the higheſt degree of 
diligence and patience z and ſuppoſes a moſt 
chearful "continuance irt duty, amidſt every 
ſcene of oppoſition and hazard, even to the 
laſt moment. And what miniſter of Chriſt, 
if influenced by right principles, excited by 
proper motives, animated with ſuitable views, 
and aiming at right ends, whoſe heart is in 
earneſt warmed with an ungiſſembled love for 
God, and ardent zeal for his cauſe, impreſſed 
with a deep ſenſe of the worth of fouls, and 
feels an irreſiſtible ſolicitude to ſave guilty im- 
mortals from the wrath to come 3” what 
_ preacher of this caſt and diſpoſition will not 
nobly perlevere, through every kind of evil," 
like the divine Redeemer, yen, even embrace 
rei ag Irſelf, if called to It, ſo he be but 
happily ſucceſiful, as was his Divine Maſter 
and the noble army of confeſſbrs, In ſaving 
them who hear him with an everlaſting ſalva- 
tlon. The ſpiritual and eternal Intereſts of the 
flock, next to his own Immortal welfare, ever 
lay neareſt to the falthful miniſter's heart, Let 
the nervous language of one ſuch miniſter and 
friend of ſinners ſpeak for the whole 1 “ My 
little ehildren, of whom I travel in birth again 
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until Chriſt be formed in you. could with,” 


that myſelf were accurſed from Chriſt, volun · 
carily deprived pf every defirable object, and 
moſt inviting proſpect on earth, for my bre · 
thren, my kinſmen according to the fleſh, 
The Holy Ghoſt witneſſeth in every city, ſuy - 
ing, that bonds and afflictions abide me, but 
none of theſe things move mei; neither count I 
my life dear unto myſelf, fo that I might finiſh | 
my courſe with joy, and the miniſtry which I 
have received of the Lord Jeſus, to teſtify the 
Goſpel of the grace of God,” and ſo become 
an humble inſtrument of bringing many ſons 


and daughters to glory. Now then, as 
anbaſlidars for Chviſh U though God dl be- 


ſeech 10 by us, we pray you in Chriſt's 


Read, be ye reconciled to God," thus gain his 


his divine approbatlon hereafter, We will toil 
day and night, and never leave, till our Oel 
Maſter bleſeth our fAſhing, 

»th, ' Miniſters of the Goſpel are gay 
all Aſhermen in polnt of Awilarity of ure), 
Suceceſh to both le Indeed equally uncertain | 
numbers of fiſhermen, after à very expenilys 


and dangerous voyage to Greenland and other 


places, have not ſometimes taken 8 ſingle fiſh 
during the whole ſeaſon, to the no ſmall injury, . 
1 ep loſs, of the 2 and ſad diſappolnt · 

- ment 


| y 


paternal favour here, and ſecure to yourſelves , 


% 


e 

nent and dejeRtion of the owners, Thus 1 
pften happens with numbers of ſpiritual Aſher« 
men: the moſt eminent and painful among 
them, are not always the myſt feen, 
though many afe by them externally called,” 
yet but few effeftually choſen : multituder 
are invited, but, alas! few arp brought de 
true repentanee 1 though the Goſpel of ſilva» / 
tlon lu preached Indefinitely to all, fill few, 
comparatively, do hear to thelr fhilrltunl ad- 
vantage, This hath been the lamentable com, 
Plalnt of many able miniſters, In every age of 

_ the church, „ Who hath belleved our report I 
and to whom hath the arm of the Lord been 
revealed? All the day long have I Gretch 
out my hands to a dlſqbpdlent and galnfkying ' 
people,” Miniſters can only eaſt the net; It in 
God muſt give ſycceſi, Paul planted perpe» 
tually with his folld Judgment, and Apollos 
watered with his charming eloquence z yet 
Uttle, no ſucceſs attended either, buy 
by the diyine co - operation and bleſſing, 


| * Minifters gften Jabor in valn, and ſpend | 


their, ſtrength in great meaſure for ought ; 
they may be heard vently to mourn 
in language ſimilar to our text; Lord, 
we have uttered many prayers, ſhed many 
tears, ' ſtudied and preached | many diſ- ' 
<8 cqurles, Y 


before thee, O dur God, on 6 truly moving. 
an occaſion | © Though remember, my bres 
thren, thas wihful miniſters are 'nbt ** N. 
voured with 8 full knowledge 6 'thelt feilt 
ſycteſh, duying thelr refidence on earth; the 
from them by Providence, among ether few 
| ſons, probably to keep them watchful, prayer» 
ful, diligent, and conſtantly dependent upon 
divine aid; as alſo to afford an additional 
ſweetneſs and luſtre to their future felicity and 
reward in heayen, What we know not how, ' 
in this teſpect, umong many others, we ſhall, 
with our brethren and all the ſaints in Chriſt, 
eminetitly know hereafter, to our inexpreſſible 
joy and wonder. Reviving thought ! amidſt 
every ſcene of diſtreſs, during the Chriſtian's | 
poche in this yale of tears, And i. "PE 


1 
ally thus? Yeu, ane And this naturglly 
leads me 

U. To ſhew what fort of Influence, proyls 
dentlal diſappointments attending the faithful 
execution of their office neceſſarily have upon 
falthful miniſters. In general, they inſtantly, 
All the mind (as was the caſe with Simon and 
Andrew) full of dejectlon and complaints, 
And can you at all yonder, When ſpiritual. 
fiſhermen arg heard to lament, ag is very com- 
mon upon all ſuch diſagreeable occaſions, ſays , 
ing, + Maſter, we have toiled all the night, 
have preached, for a conſiderable ſpace of 
time, and have taken nothing ;'! language de. 
ſeriptive of the penſive ſentiments of their 
hearts, and ſtrongly expreſſiye of the anzar 
CONCREAN, the INDISPENSIBLE pur, an 
the NOBLE PRIYILEGE, HONOR, and HAPPI- 
uss, of every fingers, though unſycceſsful 
_ miniſter of the Goſpel, _ 

Iſt, This manner of ſpeech in the. text is 
expreſſive of that orRzAT .concern Which 
every ſpiritual fiſherman feels, when he reflects 
on the little ſucceſs which attends his beſt at- 
tempts in ſpreading the Goſpel net, Pious 
miniſters long for nothing ſo much as to ſee 
the pleaſure of the Lord to proſper in their 
hands: they wiſh to ſee of the travail of their 
fouls to their gbundant 3 Joys and a want 4 
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this makes them to mourn perpetually, They 
are diſtreſſed beyond conception, to think thut 
Chriſtianity prevails no more in the world, 
and that vital religion flouriſhes ſo little In the 
places where they live, and among the 
churches where, both ſtatedly and occaſional». 
ly, they labour in word and doctrine. To ſee 
their thoughtleſs hearers, with others, wilfully, 
reje& Chriſt, negle& the ſtated means of 
grace, diſregard the welfare of their ſouls, de - 
ſpiſe the ineffable bliſs of heaven, and ruſh. 
headlong down to the unutterable woe of hell, 
muſt needs cut real miniſters of Chriſt to the 
ſoul, if not hurry them apace to the fllent 
grave here every ſuch heart-rending ſeene 
ſhall diſturb their holy ſouls no more; for- 
«there the wicked ceaſe from 2 9 (od 
there the weary be at reſt," . 

"2d, This manner of ſpeech in 0 tert 


is ſtrongly expreſſive of the bett . 


pur v of every ſpiritual fiſherman, He is not 
undutifully to murmur at ſo trying a diſpen · 
ſition, but rather ſubmiſſiyely, with Peter, to 
bemoan this his ill ſucceſs, before his Gracious . 
Maſter, and importunately beſeech him, either 
to give ſucceſs, or enable him to ſubmit with a 
becoming patience and divine fortitude, It is 
the incumbent duty of ſuch to tell their Lord, 
not in an oftentatious, but humble manner, of 
their 
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their diligence in his ſervice, of their abg, 
dience to his commands, and of the grounds 
of their ſore diſtreſi, earneſtiy imploring him, 
at the ſame time, graciouſly: to remove every 
cauſe of impediment, that ſo their indefatiga · 
ble labours in his work, and for his honour, 
may henceforth ſucceed in a more ꝑroſperous 
Manner. Perhaps, my brethren, it is for 
Want of thus exerciſing. ourſelves, that our: 
public adminiſtrations and private admoni- 
roms 099.004 de "richly crowned: with. a 
divine bleſſing. 
ad. This N | 
s alſo expreſſive . of, the woBLE- PRIVI»: 
 LEGR, HONOR, and #APPINESS. of every ſpi · 
| tual fiherman, Refreſhing beyond expreſſion, 
is a boſom friend in ſeaſons of extraordinary 
diſtreſs, to whom the- diſtreſſed (like Simon 
and his ſorrowful companions) may pour out 
his troubled. ſoul with an unſhaken confidence. 
Surely, it is deſervedly eſteemed one of the 
ſweeteſt bleſſings of life, as witneſs a David, 
and a Jonathan; but alas! how rare in the 
preſent day | yet with great pleaſure, and 
equal truth, we may aſſert, that ſuch a friend 
hath every good man, and eſpecially every.. 
falthful miniſter in God, who will never be- 
tray, never forſake, To Jehovah they may 
all go in the darkeſt ſeaſons, not merely like, 
* 
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& ſervant to à maſter, but with an unreſeſytd 
freedom, like as a favourite doth to his prince: 
or rather as 4 child to an indulgent parent. 
Our Almighty Friend is ever ſeated on u 
throne of grace, he is in a waiting poſture, 
on purpoſe to hear the various grievances f 
his ſighing children, and fooner or later wilt 
amply redreſs them, Oh what indulgence }/ 
what pleaſure} what honor] what happineſs 
is here! for © happy are the perſons who 
are in ſuch « ciſe, yes, happy un ar people 
whoſe God is the Lord.” Which, my bre⸗ 
thren, is greateſt, our duty and privilege,”or 
the divine condeſcenſion and goodneſs? Let 
us prize the former, and always admire unt 
adore the latter, if ſolicitous not to «labor 
in vain in the Lord.“ A to the wiſe 
direction of that great apaſtle Paul, let us 
come hence forward, aided” by our people, 
« boldly to 4 throne of gruce.“ This we 
ſhall do, if we wiſn for greater ſucceſs, and 
are deſirous of having no ſuch bitter occaſion 
as heretofore, to complain to our God and 
| one another, 4 Maſter, we have toiled all 
the night, and have taken” nothing” You 
have heard out complaints, and ſeen our for» 
row; aſk you, What's the” cauſe?” Our ill. 
ſueceſt | But whence doth It proceed / Neceſs 
fury queſtion momentows enquiry for us allf 
Which leads, 
III. To 


. 
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III. To point out ſome of the moſt 
fatal "cauſes, from whence the ill ſucceſs 
of ſpiritual fiſhermen doth "principally, . 
ceed. 

The-i en con naten . us, ap- 
parently reſpects both miniſters and people ; 
with a view, therefore, of avoiding the diſa- 
greeable charge of partiality, I ſhall take a 
diſtinct view of both, with that freedom, to 
which the ſubject fo naturally as well as ſea- 
ſonably dire&s, It cannot be diſagreeable, 
much leſs offenſive; becauſe if the Goſpel does 
not really flouriſh, we are greatly concerned 
to know its fatal obſtruction. When once the 
cauſe is known, a ſalutary remedy may be 
better preſcribed j the dreadful effect may 


.+ gradually ceaſe; and Religion once more * 


pily revive among us. 
Irsurrieizwer for the miniſterial lice. 
INDIFFERENCE in the diſcharge of it, u- 
k1TY of religious principles, 1MMoRALITY in 
practice, and oisuxio among miniſters, are, 
in my apprehenſion, ſome of the moſt fatal 
cauſes, ' on #beir part, of preventing the de- 
ſirable progreſs of Chriſtianity, and delightful 

increaſe of the goſpel in the preſent day. 
1. Ixsvrricixxer for the miniſterial of- 
fice, is one fatal cauſe in our day, of the 
little progreſs of Chriſtianity. Many 1 
| 0 Ve 
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have been, and now are, extremely tond of -; 
aſſuming the miniſterial character, and too 
many have ruſhed into that ſacred office, 
without either ability or order. Indeed this 
is the prevailing evil in our age 3 though b7 
thoſe who are in every view beſt qualified for 
it, it is allowed ta be an office of all others 
the moſt critical, and difficult to be diſcharged 
2 putation and ſucceſs,” Had theſe too 
perſons, who ignorantly miſtake a 
. fancy, and an l 
for good natural abilities, and a (heavenly 
call to the miniſtry; had they but a tolerable 
degree of real knowledge, and Chriſtian mo- 
deſty, they would ſuppreſs their inordimate 
paſſions for becoming teachers, and inſtead 
of promoting contention and ſeparation, and 
reflecting diſgrace on the Goſpel of Chtifty- - 
they would prudently deſiſt ſtom ſo import. 
ant an undertaking, and rather agen, 
attend to their proper calling in life. Wich- 
out cenſoriouſneſs; it is arrant folly, and finfub 
preſumption, in many ſuppoſed honeſt well - 
meaning men, to imagine that the miſguided | 
zeal of a few! weak and innocent profeſiory 
among the vulgar, is a ſufficienr call to, and 
the main qualification for their exerciſing ſo 
momentous a funttion. Many are in our day“ 
_— gifted” r who are ſcarce able 
E 2 ta 


(043; 
to read the Bible at home to their children, much 
lefs to write and to ſpeak publicly of the things 
of God. And yet ſuch, muſt nevertheleſs fre · 
quently commence public preachers in the 
churches of Chriſt. Sins, I the work be © 
eaſy, and its ngcefſary qualifications ſo few, 
as theſe intruders pretend, what little occa- 
ſion was there for thoſe ever memorable la- 
mentations af an inſpired prophet, and an 
apoſtle, to be particularly recarded for the 
ſpecial conſideration and caution of every ſus · 
ceeding candidate for the facred ' miniſtry. 
Then ſaid I, Ah Lord God hehald, 1 can - 


„not ſpeak, far I am a child,” and * who is 


ſufficient for theſe things ?. Very far be ix 
from me tn cenſure all who are uſually ſtiled 
lay preachers : many of them are deſeryedly 
allowed to be perſans of good patural abili- 
ties, and real piety ; and theſe have often 

been heard to lament, with unfeigned con - 
cern, the unhappy loſs of a liberal education, 
and which (animated by their own feelings) 


| they have never failed to beſtow on their 


children, ſo far as their outward circumſtances 
would poſhbly.admit. But, on the other hand, 
muſt it not be confeſſed, that many lay 
preachers haye moſt ignorantly plumed them- 
ſelves in the actual want both of decency and 


learning ? ever yehemently inveighing, both 
” a, | — _ 
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] i» public end pelvimy dnn ad ole awe 
| the ſmiles of Providence, und a doſe uppll· 
cation for years, are well known to be tichly 
of both, do the great reputition'of 
their wee charter, and de honor of ; 
their exalted ſtarioln, 
If theſe teachers of others, who bark at what 
they cannot reach, did expoſe themſelves 
only, it would de well; but it le too appi- 
rent, they alſd expoſe our Holy faith to the r- 
dicule of gainſayers and Ir was not 
without reaſon, that the Apoſtle Paul, under 
the Holy Ghoſts influence; obſerved, & that a 
biſhop or paſtor ſhould not be 4 nove (tea 
in years ot knowledge) left: being lifted) up 
with pride, he' fell into the condemnation of 
the devil,” And jt is too; well known by ob- 
ſervation, that perſons of the leaſt learning are 
the moſt peremptory and ſelf-ſufficient. Men 
of the greateſt deficiency in knowledge are 
the moſt dogrnatical, preſuming, and cenſo- 
rious : words are ever ready to them, and 
they will utter them with great vehemence: 
but, Sine, of what ayail to the underſtanding, 
and d the. ul, are words without know- 
ledge, without fruit? The prophet 


Iſaiah. hach aptly. draun the ſtate of ſuch 
teachers, with their hearers; It is with them, 


1 . e wen Greameth that he 
cateth z 
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eatech; but he awaketh, and his ſoul i is emp- 
ty z ar as when a thirſty man d r 
he drinketh; but he awaketh, hold. 
he is faint.“ The paſtors which are 
ing to God's heart, we are alſo. affurediby In 
remiah, are ſuch only as * feed the people 
with knowledge and underſtanding.” - | + * 
24, Perſonal indifference in the Sifcharge of 
the miniſterial office, is another fatal cauſe, in 
the preſent day, of the little progreſs of Chri- — 
ſtianity, and ſmall ſucceſs of the Goſpel, In- 
difference to duty gradually leads to a partial, - 
tif not total, neglect thereof: ſuch -a ſpirit na - 
rally prevents every due preparation for it, 
and conſequently lead to a ſad retniſſneſs in 
its reputable execution which unwarranta- 
ble conduct, if it prevails, 'muſt, unavoid- 
ably hinder the proſperity of religion in the 
land, When the fleece is preferred before 
the welfare of the flock, and *'the ſeek- 
ing our own to the things. which are Jeſus 
Chriſt's,” when an indolent, | inattentive, life- 
leſs frame appears our true charaQeriftic, and 
we become almoſt ſtrangers to elfe - 
amination, and prayer in the cloſet, (which _. 
are three principal marks of a true miniſter) 
whatever may be our abilities, either natural 
or acquired, for the ſolemn work, ſtill ſuch 
luke · warm miniſters will da but little honour 
| tg 


1 
to their character, — with but little ſucceſs 
in their divine em and conſequently gain 
to themſelyes but Wade applauſe from God 
and good men. Salas popult ſuprema lex 
efte.” The ſalvation of ſouls is the end of 
preaching, and muſt regulate it: it uu, if 
we mean to be proſperous in the ſervice of our 
Lord and Maſter.. 
4d. Impurity of religious principle is another 

fatal cauſe, | in the preſent day, of the little 
progreſs of Chriſtianity. Miniſters (if with 
propriety they may be ſo called) whoſe diſ- 
courſes are not only indigeſted, vague, and 
ſuperficial as to manner, but really erroneous, 
anti-ſcriptural, as to their matter do, like 
unſkilful phyſicians, inſtead of extracting the 
preſent, on the contrary, they inject freſh poi- 
fon into the depraved hearts of their infected 
patients, Inſtead of inculcating pure princi- 
ples and evangelical ſentiments on the minds 
of their hearers, how many do quite the re- 
verſe j and thus fill them, as Papiſts do their 
votarles, with falſe peace, and delude them 
with vain hopes and falſe joys, to the great 
Injury of their own ſouls, az well az the de- 
ceived fouls of thoſe who hear them. Great 
is the happineſs to have ſkill to embrace 
the truth ourſelves as it is in Jeſus, and 
to be faithful, 4 rightly to divide the "= 
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of truth,” in preaching it to others. Many 
have healed the hurt of the daughter of my 
people ſlightly, ſaying, Pegce, - when 
there is no peace,” © 

4th. Immorality in practice, among thoſe who 
ſuſtain the miniſterial office, is another fatal | 
cauſe, in our day, of the ſmall increaſe of the 
Goſpel. Errors in principle are bad, but a 
vicious life is far worſe. To ſee miniſters of 
any denomination greatly deficient, reſpecting 
ability, application, and judgment, is very dif- 
agreeable and painful to a truly ſerious mind: 
but to behold ſuch, equally wanting in point 
of morality, piety, and virtue, is moſt diſguſt- 
ful and ſhocking. © Do as we ſay, and not as 
we do,” iswith ſuch, a very common but ridi- 
culous ſpeech; and in conſequence of which, 
| they render themſelves the deſerved objects 
of univerſal contempt. This open proſtitution 
of their red character, publicly diſgraces 
the miniſterial office, diſhonours that God 
they pretend to ſerve, diſheartens every reli. 
gious enquirer after piety, not a little hardens 
the workers of iniquity in their preſent evil 
courſes, ſtabs the religion of Jeſus to the heart, 
and thus © works out for themſelves ſwift de- 
ſtruction. God will one 4 ſorely puniſh 
this their wicked conduct; his awful, woes, 
denounced againſt ſuch ſcandalous and wicked 
ſhepherds, ſhall be by him moſt ſignally exe- 

cuted 
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in their everlaſting perdition. 1. da 
jent - at, “ his  watchmen are 


look to their own way, every one for 
his gain from his quarter. Come ye, ſay they, 
J will fetch wine, and we will fill ourſelves 
with ſtrong drink, and to-morrow ſhall be as 
this day, and much more abundant,” A grace- 
leſs miniſtry is one of the heavieſt curſes which 
can be inflicted upon a nation; for, as one well 
obſerved, « unleſs the ſoul. be well furniſhed . 
within, with the beauties of holineſs, the beſt 
outward ornaments are but like noble trappings 
on the afs's back, Which only ſerve td render 
the ſilly beaſt ridiculous,” If miniſters of the 
Goſpel are not ſavingly converted and made holy 
themſelves, how can they reaſonably expect in- 
ſtrumentally to convert and make others holy 
here, and meet for heaven liereaſter ? Impoſſi- 
ble! — He who would fiſh men for God, muſt 
de firſt caught himſelf. | 
sth. Diſunion among miniſters is another fatal 
cauſe of the little ſucceſs of the Goſpel in our 
day. Nothing can hurt our Maſter's cauſe more, 
or Ty its extenſive. ſpread, than this tog 
1 F ä growing 
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growing evil. Did ſpiritual fiſhermen agree better 
together, with all godly ſincerity and bro: 
therly kindneſs, ſpreading the Goſpel net at 
every convenient ſeaſon, probably they alſo 

be as richly indulged as wete Simon and hie 
partners, and experience more or leſs the ſweet 
fruits of their mutual affection, and united en- 
deavours. It is for want of the ſpirit of univer- 
ſal love among miniſters and proteſtant brethren, 
and thro' the prevalence of a captiouss narrow, 
bigotted, cenſorious, anathematizing and con- 
demning ſpirit, fit emblem of hell} chat thoſe 
to wham the true eyidences of a Goſpel miniſter 
do really belong, are not more extenſively uſeful 
in the faithful execution f their delightful of- 
Fice. My Brethren, what a pity is it, that the 
world in general, together with our people and 
ourſelves, ſnould know theſe things to be fa 
affectingly true; for which gainſayers deride both 

us, and the ſacred cauſe of our Maſter, upon every 
occaſion, Theſe are the cauſes, affecting cauſes: 
lamentable obſtructions on aur part | May. God 
mercifully be pleaſed quickly to remove them, 
through the benign influences of his Holy Spirit! 

On the other hand, as reſpecting the moi. 

fatal hinderances which occur on the part of the 

nt the ſucceſs and extenſive uſe- 

fulneſs of fait ul min give me leave with 

equal freedom do \ remark the fallewing, + as owe | 


"- 


Eh 


L 

d the principal — A bine rtuarton to heae 
the Goſpel preached great AFN Io when 
they do---aEFUSING TO REDUCE What they hear 
into praftite---DIS8AFF8CTION among profeſſors 
in general---and the wan Of a SPIRIT Of APs 
FECTION AND PRAYER among eongregations in 
1. A viſible difnclination in mankind to hear 
_ the Goſpel preached, is one fatal hinderance to 
the ſucceſs of its faithful diſpenſers: a vice as. 
dreadful as it is prevailing, in the*preſent © day 
of ſmall things.” What ſignifies Sitnon and his 
brother fiſhermen ſpreading their neta, ¶ there 
are no fiſt near to be caught therein? What 
avails miniſters preaching, if they have cothpa- 
ratively no hearers ? H no people, then of con · 
ſequence no converts. The extraordinary gift 
of miracles is long fince ceaſed, and minifters 
find it faint ſtudying, heartleſs praying, and 
allo lifeleſs preaching toempty ſeats, ſtone pillars, 
and naked walls. Would vov, my hearers, like to 
be preachers to ſuch an inanimate auditory? Lou 
would not neither then do we. We are grie ved 


— — proſtituted to every. ſort 
of diverſion. On the day of ſacred reſt, to be ir. 
teligious, to be-profaners of che Sabbath, is pres, 
ſumptuouſly deemed by many, quite faſhionable 
n 1 but conſidering cheir high ſtations, 

r 


+ 
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with their relative and ſocial connections, they 
ought, like Abraham afid Joſhua, to recom- 
mend to their inferiors and equals, quite a dif- 
ferent conduct, by a devout example daily, in 
the cloſet, in the family, in the ſanctuary, and 
in the world, © For I know him, that he will 
command his children, and his houſhold after 
him, and they ſhall keep the-way of the Lord, 
to do juſtice and judgment, that the Lord may 
bring upen Abraham that which he hath ſpoken 


of him.“ © Bit as for me and my houſe, we will 


ferve the Lord,” Alas! - whither is Religion 


fled! Few miniſters have reaſon to imitate their 


divine Maſter, in ſeeking out larger places of 
worſhip for crowded audiences; the curio- 
ſity of perſons is now as ſmall as their piety; 
very few are diſpoſed to hear what the preacher 
hath to ſay, for God, religion, and for their 
fouls welfare, We appear to want the rod of 
perſecution, then poſſibly we ſhall prize the 
word of falvation to good purpoſe. 

2. Great inattention when perfons come to 
the houſe of God, is another fatal hinderance 
to the miniſter's uſefulneſs and ſucceſs. Hearers 


(if they may be properly deemed ſuch) who ha- 


bituate themſelves to an indolent and drowſy, if 


not a deriding poſture in the public aſſembly, 
cannot expect profit. Their poſture and beha- 
| | | viour 


„ ä 
viour prove, that they are not conſcious of being 
immediately under the all-pervading eye of the 
God of ordinances ; a Being, whoſe omniſcience 
narrowly inſpects the inmoſt receſſes of the heart, 
and who will one day juſtly arraign their con- 
ſummate rudeneſs, and ſeverely puniſh their un- 

nable behaviour before men and angels. 
Their deportment and example is well known. to 
be in.wilful diſobedience to. his poſitive orders: 


he moſt ſolemnly commands, Keep my ſabj⸗ 


, reverence my rauer 1 _ 
3. Mankind refufing.. to. reduce 85 thy: * 
into practice, is another fatal bar to the ſuoceſi 
of faithful diſpenſers of the Goſpel. Though - 

perſons ſtatedly attend upon public inftitutions ;: - 
though they come as God's people come, and 
| fit as God's people ſitz” though, Phariſce-liks, 

they put on a demure countenance and ſanRified 
look, as if they were all holineſs and devotion; 
and to whom their ſeveral preachers may appear - 
agreeable and pleaſant, both as to manner and. 
matter ; yet, Sins, notwithſtanding all this Hut- 
ward they, the plauſible pretenſions of many are 
_ hypocritical and vain. They at beſt but reſemble. 
the ſtony-ground hearers in the parable, 'who 
hęar the word, but do it not; for their unrenewed 
hearts are intenſely fixed on their different ſinful 
. 
of 
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of inethods, can be made.upon them. Dottritith 
are difregarded, precepts flighted, duties negle&+ 
ed, evangelical obedience forgotten by them. 
Able miniſters with ſuch ſtrive in vain, and the 
progreſs of religion is os mos \ 


4. Great — profeſſors in ge⸗ 


neral, is another fatal hindrance to the uſefulneſs 


of Goſpel miniſters, There was a time, as hath 
been with pleaſore often ' remarked, when the 
avowed focs of Chriſtianity openly acknowledged, 
that univerſal affection, and undiſſembled eſteem, 
univerſally ſubliſted among the diſciples of Chriſt, 
in the moſt conſpicuous manner; which godlike 
ſpirit of mutual concord, Chriftians of every band 
keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, not a little ſhamed, as well as vexed their 
adverſaries, promoted the cauſe of piety and vir- 


tue, reflected high honour on their Divine Saviour, 


afforded unſpeakable joy to themſelves, and no leſs 
conſolation to their fellow · ſainta, in every ſeaſon of 


| perſecution and diſtreſs, But now, Stats, this de- 


lightful ſcenes vaniſhed, and our inveterate ene - 
mies, with too much truth, aſſert quite the reverſe, 


particularly concerning Proteſtant Diſſenters, to 


the no ſmall reproach of our Chriſtian name and 
character, How diſpleaſing this to our ow 
Redeemer! How injurious to his Goſpel | How 
diſtreſſing to his laborious ſervants | Remember, 

how 


3 . 28 1 
how he himſelf condeſernded to feta pattern far 
his diſciples to copy after, an amiable pattern af 
| humility, meeknefs, and loye, from bis birth ta 
the croſs. ' Remember alſo his worde, A new 
commandment give I unto you, that ye love one 
another and. hereby ſhall all men know that ye 


tre my diſriples, if c have love one for another. 


Phat proſpect of ſucceſs pan there pally be ? 


8. The want of a bir of  afeion an prayer 
among the ſeveral. congregations, is another very 
fatal hindrance to the deſirable yſefulneſs of every 


faithful miniſter of the If cheye be not 
a mutual eſteem ſubſiſting miniſters and 
their people, gr between the people themſelven, 


or with what kind of ſpicit and diſpoſitloy will 
they engage in the ſeyeral duties of religion? 
and what is 8 miniſter to do, unleſs indulged by 
Providence with s pious and praying people ? I. 
will be. next to a miracle, if much fyccoſs 
attends him in his work, without this powerful 
ſuccour. And, to he plains it is becauſe mutual 
love is waxen cold, and ſocial prayer ſo neglocted, 
among the members and hearers in our ſeveral 
aſſemblies, that our ſtated labours prove nd more 
2 either in e 


[ 40 ] 
beard, that went down to the aleo of hls gun. 
ment; as the'dew of Hermon, and as the dew 
that deſcended upon the mountains of Zion, for 
there the Lord commanded the bleſling, even 


life for evermore. % God is not the author of 
confuſion, but of 'peace, in all the churches” 


of ' his ſalnts.“ If, therefore, miniſters and 
7 do not conſtantly cultivate brotherly 
dneſy and prayer, It 1s unreaſonable for 


Chriſtians to Law that the God of love 
and peace will vouchſafe to file upon them 


in hls public courts, or make thely miniſters way 
proſperous among them, Hence It is, that after 
the maſt fervent and perſevering efforts, many 
are heard to complain, . Maſter, we have tolled 
all the night, preached on to this our el day. 
and have taken nothing, or gained bur ſmal 

ceſh," Plſtreſſing refle@Qion | 4 Brothren, mo 


for vs." But will theſe Innumerable difcourage» 
ments and obſtructions, which painfully attend 
the ſincere ſervants of Chriſt in thelr great work, 
make them to deſiſt, and force them with grief - 


to give up all hopes of ſycceſs ? Will theſe 
ing evils compel them to ſtop, and fo o 
their too unſucceſsful office no My by bb Indeed 
they will not. A LAT Chriſt and 
immortal ſouls, with proper ſenſe of their duty 
and calling, jointly conſpire abſolutely een 

u This naturally brings me do obſerve, 
| Iv, u 


4 ] 
\ IV; That conſcientious minlſters will always 
view it as their indiſpenſable duty, amidſt every 
ng ſcene of oppoſition, to perſevere 
ep dying moments, Till this folemn, 
but (to ſuch) an) advantageous period, their un- 
wearled diligence will correſpond with their dutl- 
ful reſolution 1 44 At thy word, I will let down 
the not.“ This they do in uz ARFUL OBAUIENGE 
to thelr Lord's command, from a „ure 2xy3 0» 
von of better ſueceſi, that mankind may be 
left insert at laſt, and that they may 
. * vn ro Goo, * ſecure 


4 pon os are reſolved , wht db 
vine wid, — every diſcouraging ſcene of 2 
ply to thelr dying 
letting n the Goſpel. net, from 
ole al ins- : thilr Lord's.commands, His orders 
influenced Amon and his partners to reſpread 
let down oy, and it is the Savicur's w 
which ſo readily diſpoſes faithful miniſters, amidſt 
every powerful impediment, to imitate thelr wiſe 
example. ie. They are his ſervants ; from him their 
furniture, and from him their commillion is de. 
rived ; they know he expects they ſnould 
always obey him, and they are determined fo to 
do, withaut heſitation, at all ſeaſons, under all 
circumſtances, and an all occaſions, ſaying, A- 
* 10 * we on preach thy Goſpel,” “ 
2. „ 


| F 
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8. Spiritual Afhermen will perſevere amldit 
every diſcouraging ſcene of oppoſition, in letting 
down the Goſpel net, from an aupelba tian of Jl 
butter fuccaſs, It was this which encouraged Peter 
and his companions to renew their attempt, They 
apprehended that - the great Author of miracles 
had ſome benevolent intention towards them in 
his generous breaſt, as they indeed ſoon expe» 
rienced to their great jay: When they had this 
done, they encloſed a great multitude of fiſhey, 
and their net brake.“ It is this pleaſing: 
which ſecretly animates the miniſters of the 
pel now, as it ever hath done, to imitate the 
apoſtles diſcreet example; and as numbers have, 
fo I truſt we ſhall experience ſomewhat of the 
fame good ſucceſs too, if but poſſeſſed of their 
ſpiritual graces, and. diſpoſed · to follow their pa» 
tient conduct. We can but caſt: the net, in 
this we will perſevere. . God bleſs our fiſhing, 
and make it ſubſervient to his glory, and ſinners 
falvation. - erde | 147 
3. Spiritual fiſnermen, through divine aid, will 
conſcientiouſly perſevere to the end, amidſt all 
oppoſition, in letting down the Goſpel net, that 
finners may be inexcuſable. Meęans are inſepa« 
rably connected with the end, both as to attain - 
ing holineſs and happineſs : yet what-multitudes 


of thoughtleſs, though immortal ſouls, ungrate- 
fully flight the Goſpel, make light of an 
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and his ſervants, and turn thelr backs on diving. 
Inſtleutlons, though calculated, and graciouſly 
appointed by heaven, to promote mens beſt in- 
tereſts for both worlds, But this diſingenuous 
and preſumptuous conduct will ſoon meet with 

its deſerved 'recompence at the hands of Jeho, 

vah! Faithfvl miniſters, by repeated expoſtu · 
lations and labours, are determined to condemn 
their weakneſs and madneſs in fin; they will 
not giye over, but proſecute their great work 
even unto death; ſo that impenitent ſinners can 
have nothing to alledge againſt” them here, any 
more than to urge in their own favor befbre 
their offended Creator and impartial Judge * 


after. 
4. Spiritual) ſhermen are reſolved' to n 


vere in letting down the Goſpel net, that they 
may moſt ſtrictly approve themſe lues unto Gad, 
and ſecure the promiſed reward. Had Simon 
and his companions refuſed to have let down 
their net at the Saviour's word, they would cer 
tainly have been extremely culpable, as well as' 
wi the amazing draught ;'but a they o obeyed, 
eſcaped cenſure, and gained 4 large reward 
955 their faith and obedience. And fuch "will 
be the conduct of every real miniſter, tough he. 
ſhould miſs of the ſucteſd 4 "he will ſteadily pur- 
ſue his ſtudles and labots, to nr trane 


n from loputing to him the 4 dum. 
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nation, or God's requiring the blood of ſuc 


h, in 
the great day, at his hands, On the contrary, 
his endeavour is, to have God, his own conſcience, 
and his hearers, publicly to acquit him, as free 
from the blood of all men; and then, whether 
our bleſſed Maſter hath granted us little or much 
ſucceſs, a conſciouſneſs 'of having been fincere 
and upright in his ſervice, to' the utmoſt of our 
abilities, will make us contented and ſerene in 
life, - comfortable at death, and ſecute beyond 
the grave, We may triumphantly exult in our 
departing moments, “ have fought a good 
fight, I have finiſhed my pourſe, and I have ke; 
the faith z henceforth, there is laid up for me a 
crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righ- 
teous Judge will give to me at that day, and not 
to me only, but to all them alſo who love his 
appearing,” He promiſes to all hls perſeverlh 
ſervants and followers, “ be ye faithful to death, 
and I will give you a crown of everlaſting life.“ 
May this character, honor, and bleſſedneſs be 
ours | 4 Wherefore, my beloved brethren, be 
ye ſtedfaſt and unmovegble, always abounding 

in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know 
your labor ſhall not be In yaln In the Lord. 
And now, BIA, what remains, but that we 
commune with our hearts, on the Important 
things which hayes been ſuggeſted, I cannot 
eqnclude, without adding a few ſhort „ 
* 
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which, 1 think, wt apr feng and. conſtang. 
meditation, bath as miniſters and profeſſors, - 
1. How extremely careful ſu d perſons be, 
in impartially examining the various motives and 
grounds of their ſeveral pretenſions to the mini- 
ſterial office, before they preſume to exerciſe the 
ſame in the church of God? Many have run, 
through. ignorance, idleneſs, pride, ambition, and 
waited not to he honourably ſent by God. Many 
have been alſo injudiciouſly called by man, but 
the Great Maſter never ſaid to them, Follow 
me, and become fiſhers of men.” 

2. Are miniſters of the Goſpel by Chriſt himſelf 
tiled ſhermen? Then let all his approved ones 
ever count it their higheſt honor to bear the low- 
eſt names for his ſake, and ſubmit moſt \chearful. 
ly to what an ignorant and perverſe generation 
may term one of the meaneſt callings in life, 
Let us count all things but dung and droſi, fo 
as we can promote, the ſalvation of ſouls, and ad- 
vance that beſt of intereſts, the Goſpel and king- 
dom of Chriſt, which i» inſeparably connected 
with the honor of that beſt of maſters, 4 who 
loved me, and e him ſor me.“ Irraſlfible 
motive | ') 

5. Are miniſters ſucceſſes In general {6 (mall, 
and thelr obſtructlons ſo numerous Then let 
both preachers and hearers examine, and conſl- 
ger the ſeveral fatal cauſes from whence mw 


J 


1 
do unhappily proceed, and endeavour, each for 
themſelves, inſtantly to remove them. Thus 
you will manifeſt that you wiſh in earneſt for the 
declenſion of popery, vice, and infidelity ; and 
that piety, religion, and virtue may Os more 

extenſively in the land, $4 

4. Are ſome happy few, among the faithful 
diſpenſers of the Goſpel, in any degree ſucceſsful 
in their important employment? How peculiar. 
ly careful ſhould ſuch highly favoured perſons be. 


together with their ſpiritual converts, who have 


heartily yielded themſelves to be taken for 
Chriſt, to aſcribe the whole, as did Simon, to 

the gracious indulgence of their Divine Maſter, - 
to whom alone it is due, and not to man's ſkill 
and ability; to which idol human nature is too 


prone, however, to pay its ſuperſtitious adora« - 


tion; whereas, To thy name and grace bo 
the praiſe,” ought devoutly to be their pores 


tunl language. 
5. Spiritual fiſhermen, who may not enpe · 


rience the ſame defirable fucceſs, may alſo comfort 


themſelves under ſeaſons of diſcouragement and 


dejection, with this reviving conſideration, that 
though, like Simon and his partners, they may be. 
ſuffered to toil long, labor much, and ſeemingly 7 

take nothing in the Goſpel net z nevertheleſs, 
Chriſt, their Maſter, highly approves them: he 


may yet bleſs their labors with ſucceſs, and their 
future 


dee the rich means of ſalvation, in a ſtate of final 


1 1 
future reward is fure, Their immortal crown will 


| 
7. How wretchedly deplorable ls the wnful lrus- 
tion of thoſe who have hitherto obſtinately 
reſiſted every endearing attempt of being happi- 
ly taken in the Goſpel net, by their ſpiritual fiſh» 
ermen z who have no deſire of being drawn, 
through the energy of divine grace, to Chriſt and 


holineſs, but live, and ſeem reſolved to die, un- 


impenitence! And how tremendous will be the 
final doom of thoſe teachers, if after preaching 
to others, and laboring to ſave them, they them» 
ſelves ſhould be caſt away. 
Laſtly, Let faichful miniſters and pious Chri- 
ſtians * wait for their diſmiſſion _ | 
t 


% 


tad 
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Sin, where: no-: diſappointmentty' or- ; 
r-terniaration ſpiritual, ſpringing fret: uf 
ſelves ordehiery will approach un, ind ure rx. 
Joy wul be full. May all be preparing daily 40 I 
depart from the preſent ſtate of imperfetion.gnd f 
An, to that perfect and undefiled/-inheritance 
where Chriſt dwells! in whoſe-bliſaful preſence, 
and at the right 1 faithful: fiſhoas, 
have the diſtinguiſhed honer to be-ſeatedy 3 

Mare for ever withi tlie haſt of heaven, in that gs 
r n conceptiany oY 
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